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25 HE Paniphlet which I undertake to an- 
— 4 be appears to be written with as ill 


| a Deſign, and with as little Judgment, 


& writer ſeems not to propoſe to him- 
| * to F his Reader, or to debate the Contro- 


verſy by fair Argument; but, thro the whole, is 


ſtirring up the Paſſions of Men againſt thoſe whom 
he ſuppoſes he has Reaſon to diſlike. His Work, 


which he drives at from the Beginning to the End, 


11s to make ſome People odious, and to bring them 


under the Diſpleaſure of his Friends; nay and to 


expoſe them, under an ill Character, to the Inſults 
of a ſenſleſs Mob. 


The Miniſters and People, againſt whom his 
Wrath is ſo greatly kindled, have done him, 1 


dare ſay, no wrong. If they have hurt his Cauſe, 
it has been only by their Meekneſs and Patience, 


in bearing the Rage that human Nature cannot 
but account very grievous. But what an unmanly 
Courſe is it for Men, when they are at a loſs for _ 
Argument, to betake themſelves to ſcurrilous 
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VCF 
ways of reproaching and calling Names? This 
may be excuſed in ſome meaſure in Children, and 
very weak People who underſtand no better; but 
for Perſons, who have had any thing of a genteel 
and liberal Education, for Men who profeſs them- 

ſelves Chriſtians of a more refin'd ſort than their 
Neighbours; and for a Writer, who would be 

thought to be a learned one, to do this, is really 
JJ; 8 80 
Il thought it neceſſary to give the Reader this 
Warning of what he is to expect in every Page of 
the noble Performance; and the rather, that I 
may not always be oblig'd to inlarge upon his 


mean and diſingenuous way of writing, I hope, 


for his own ſake, that his preſent Temper is ſome- 
what preternatural; and that it is not familiar to 
him to keep his Mind heated and inflamed ſo long 


together, as his muſt have been in writing his Pam- 


phlet. I pray GOD grant he may ſeriouſly re- 
flect upon this; and I beg him to remember, that 
the Wrath of Man worketh not the Righteouſneſs of 
- GO D. I ſhall only tell him, it was but reaſona- 
ble to have expected, that when any pretending 
to Learning appear'd in this Controverſy, they 
ſhould have obſerv'd a little more the Rules of 
Decency, and have diſcover'd a much better Ta- 
lent. I am ſorry he ſhould write in a Cauſe which 
he ſeems to have diſtruſted, thinking that it could 
be ſerv'd by ſuch a Management. 
If we look to the Title, the Virulency of his 
Spirit eaſily diſcovers it ſelf: Arius detected and 
confuted, would have inclin'd a Man to expect 
ſome learned Inquiry into the peculiar Opinions 
of Arius, and a formal and grave Confutation of 
them. But as this was never intended, ſo the reſt 
of the Title ſhews exactly the Temper of the 
Man, and is a fair Indication that he intends not 
to expoſe a Perſon dead ſo many hundred years 
| 280, 


, FR WWW >4 - i. is 98 * 
2 R r c N 
2 r N ako the DET p EO RRE W N MRS , 5 
; FFP EC LL CGR Se IS 
G * * G .ꝶꝶvd . p A OAT * ; 

Ee EE I Co 

Roc PPR * 2 S N ! 
_ Sag FE ant r R POT > 8. al} 2 . * 

r » ee et 0 

Þ; 2 nn * - 


(3) 


ago, but to blacken his own Brethren now a- 


live, Thos, in the next Part of his Title-Page, 
he tells you, his Piece is, A ſhort and familiar Di- 
rection for plain Chriſtians that love the Lord Jeſus, 


and hearken to bis vice, how to underſtand the Lan- 
guage of the Diſciples of Arius; that they may not, 
by their good Words and fair Speeches, be drawn to 
acknowledge and worſhip two Gods, or rather one 
G OD and a Creature, contrary to many plain and 
_ expreſs Texts of Holy Scripture. It muſt be own'd, 
that his Direction is not more ſhort than it is fa- 
miliar; I mean, familiar with the Character and 
| Reputation of his Brethren, which he ought not 
to have been ſo familiar and bold with. But why 


ſhould it be ſo much as inſinuated, that he and 
his Friends are the only Perſons who love the Lord 


Feſus ? I make no doubt there are on both ſides 
thoſe who ſincerely love him. Nor ſhall I alter 


my Opinion, till he can wreſt away thoſe Texts, 


which inform us, that the keeping bis Command- 


ments is an Evidence of Mens loving him- And, 


1 hope, by our Regard to the Commandments he 
has left us to love one another, to learn of bim who 
was meek and lowly in Heart, to forbear Reviling, 
and to practiſe all Chriſtian Virtues, we ſhall evi- 
dence that we bearken to bis Voice. I pray GOD 


w2 may, inſtead of advancing ſuch injurioos In- 
finuations, ſtrive on both ſides to outdo one ano- 


ther in à Conformity to his Rules and Example. 


And I would beg this Writer, if he has by this 


time recovered that Temper, which I would hope 
is more uſual to him, that he would now calmly 
conſider with himſelf, which looks moſt like heark- 
ning to Chriſt's Voice, his Inſinuations concern- 


ing his Brethren on my fide, or my Reſpe& and 


Love for thoſe of his. Let him glory in reproach- 
ing thoſe who cannot be of his Opinion, with 


being the Diſciples of Arius; I will glory in ſin- 
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cerely loving and bonouring all that walk Accord. 
ing to the Chriſtian Rule, as the Diſciples of 
Chriſt. He knows in his own Conſcience, that 
we pay no regard to Arius In any Opinions we 
embrace; we call not our ſelves by his Name, 
and reſent it as an Indignity, when we are de. 


nominated from any other than our one Maſter, 


which is Chri}: But if his Authority to give us 
a Name may not be conteſted, and we muſt have 
the hard Fate to paſs for the Diſciples of Arius, 
tho we neither regard his Authority, nor pro- 
feſs his Opinions, yet he ought more fully to have 
expreſſed the Purport of his Pamphlet, and have 
told his Readers in his Title-Page, that his De- 
ſign was to direct Men, how firſt to make a Lan- 
| guage for us, and then how to underſtand it. 5 
_ Well, but his Concern is, that plain Chriſtians 
may not be drawn to acknowledge and worſhip two 
Gods. I hope there is no great Danger of this, 
when we are all perfectly agreed, that there is 
but one GOD, and that upon Him only all our 
Worſhip muſt terminate, But as the Writer him- 
ſelf does not ſeem much to like that Expreſſion, 
I will not inſiſt on the Abſurdity of it, but take 
his next, which is a Correction of it; or rather 
ane GOD and a Creature, I think he would have 
done well if he had gone a ſtep further in his Cor- 
rections, and added, or rather one GOD thro a 
Mediator, giving to 'the Mediator all that Honour 
which G0 D has required them to give to him, 
that GOD in all things might be glorified thro Je- 
| ſus Chriſt. And does not this Writer know, that 
this 1s the Notion which runs thro the whole New 
Teſtament ? 
He would be offended perhaps, if 1 ſhould not 
rake notice of thoſe words of Scripture which he 
has here inſerted, viz, that his Deſign is, that 
Ran Chriſtians may not thro their good Words and 


fair 


125 Us e 
ſair Speeches be drawn, &c. If by good Words and 
Fair Speeches, he means the words of Truth and 


Kindneſs, and fair and juſt Repreſentations of 


Things, I cannot return his Compliment, or cau- 
tion the Reader againſt the Danger he is in from 


any ſuch in his Pamphlet: But if by good Words 

and fair Speeches he means the ſame as St. Paul does, 

I may perhaps, from the Context, be able to help 

him to diſcern to whom they are moſt applica- 


ble. To which purpoſe I will take the Liberty 


of ſetting them down more fully: Rom. 16. 17, | 
18. Now I beſeech you, Brethren, mark them which 


| cauſe Diviſions and Offences contrary to the Doc- 


| trine which ye bave learned, and avoid them: For 
they that are ſuch, ſerve not our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
but their own Belly; and by good Words and fair 


Speeches deceive the Hearts of the Simple. And, if 


| any thing in the World can, it muſt be certain, 

that the Diviſions and Offences have beencauſed 
by thoſe of this Writer's ſide. The oppoſite Par- 
ty were always againſt the making any Diviſion 


upon the Occaſion of theſe ſpeculative Points; but 
were for leaving every Man freely to his own 


Judgment. And whether ſome, who have pro- 
moted the Diviſion, deſigned to ſerve their own_ 
Belly, they know beſt themſelves: All that I ſhall 


ſay, is, that if they did, they could hardly have 


taken a more likely Courſe than they have done 
in order to obtain their Deſign. And whether 


the Hint has been taken from what the Apoſtle 


ſays of the Arts of ſuch as antiently dealt in the 


fame Craft, and the ſame Method has been pur- 


ſued in this very Pamphlet, the Reader is left to 


judge. I think verily I may ſay, that tho they 


have probably imploy'd their beſt Skill, yet *tis 


hardly calculated for more than the deceiving the 
Hearts of ſuch as are very ſimple, N 


(6) 


I have a high Veneration for the Authority ot - © 


the Holy Scriptures, and nothing pleaſes me bet- 


ter than the bringing a Text of Scripture, when 
it is to the purpoſe, in any Caſe, I wonder that 


which this Author has alledged in his Title- Page 
mould not have been ſomewhat better choſen. 

| _ . There muſt be alſo Hereſies among you, that they 
which are approved may be made manifeſt - among 

Jou; 1 Cor. 11.19. If you will but be fo com- 
plaiſant to this Writer, as to allow him two things; 
(1.) That Hereſy is to be underſtood, in this Place, 
according to the now common Notion of the Word: 


And (2.) That the People whom he accuſes are 
chargeable with an Hereſy for their Opinion: no- 
thing can be more to his purpoſe. But as his 
Skill is not ſufficient to prove the latter, that the 


Opinion he oppoſes deſerves the name of Hereſy, 


as tis uſed to ſignify a falſe Doctrine; ſo I can 


by no means yield, that the Apoſtle intends by 
_ Herefies any other than Se&s, according as it is ren- 
dered in the Margin, and ſometimes in the com- 
mon reading in other Places. And the Caſe of 
the Corinthians, who had already falſe Doctrines 
broach'd among them, which therefore could not 
be foretold as intirely future, ſhews eyidently he 


does not ſpeak of what we call Hereſies. And the 


Context ſpeaks the ſame, I hear there are Divi- 
Hons among you, and I partly believe it; for there 
muſt be alſo Sects among yon q. d. I do not 


wonder you ſhould be divided, while you con- 


ee tinue in Communion, fince ſuch Diviſions pave 


the way to your being divided into diſtin& 
and ſeparate Parties, which will hereafter be 


£< 


your Caſe,” By which he may ſee that Sepa- 


ration is worſe than bare Diviſions, in St. Paul's 


Opinion; and ſhould not be eſteemed of ſo lightly, 
as it has been by ſome of our Author's Acquain- 
dance. VVV 12 9 5 2 


As 


is #4 


| Asto the Paſſage cited from Mr. Baxter, | 7 


ly. makes, againſt thoſe who deny the Deity of 


Chriſt, and this Writer cannot name any ſuch 
concerned in this Diſpute. And it is well known, 
that ſuch Teſts as this Writer's Friends are fond 


of impoſing on their Neighbours, are frequently 


N condemned by Mr. Baxter in his Writings. 7 
From the Title-Page, which is a lively Emblem 


of the Book, and therefore has been ſo largely 
| conſidered, I paſs on to the Preface. Here he en- 


deavours to poſſeſs his Readers with a Perſuaſion, 


that the Foundations of their Faith are in danger of 
being ſubverted, And 'tis pity but they ſhould be 
ſubverted, if they are not to be found in the Scrip=- _ 
' tures, But the chief Deſign here ſeems to be to 
beſpeak the Reader's good Opinion of his Abili- 
ties, and to intimate to him that he could, but 
however forbore to, ſtudy the Exatneſs, or ſhew the 


Learning and Reading that might bave been more ac- 


ceptable to the Nice and Curious, There is one 


kind of Exadneſs, which I wiſh he had more ſtu- 


died; J mean an ExaGneſs of Truth, and fair re- 
preſenting Adverſaries, A plain and eaſy Stile will 
not be unacceptable to the moſt nice and curious 
Readers, where that is obſerv'd ; but will pleaſe 


none where it is not, except ſuch as have an In- 
_ tereſt, which needs to be ſerved by neglecting it. 


He has, he tells us, touched upon the moſt mate- 
rial Parts of the Pampblets, ſtiled, The Innocent 
Vindicated; the Reply to Mr. TROSSE; and 
the Letter to a Diſſenter in Exon. But his own. 
Conſcience muſt tell him, that he has omitted ſo 
much as touching upon as material Parts as any of 
theſe; and where he has touched upon ſome very 
few Parts, he has waved many things, which ſhew 
the Weakneſs of his Cauſe ; and therefore his Rea- 


der muſt be a very eaſy one, if he can believe, that 


be 


(8) 
he bas given a ſatisfactory Anſwer to our moſt confadea 
rable Objections. 8 [9 

I come now to the Performance it ſelf. And 
here he profeſſes his Deſign to be, to ſhem boy 

Words and Phraſes are abuſed by the Arians : For 

under that Name, however we diſclaim it, we 

muſt, it ſeems, paſs by Dint of this Gentleman's 

Authority” %%% 8 
He will begin with the word GOD. And here 

he ſays, Every Man, beſides an Arian, whether Chriſ. 

tian or Heathen, would take it to ſagnify the Supreme 

Being, Infinite, Almighty, that bad none before it, of | 

any cqual to it. There can hardly any thing ap- 
pear more ſpiteful than this: He would, when he 
has fixed upon us the name of Arians, repreſent us 
as the moſt unreaſonable of Men, and as worſe 
than any Chriſtians or Heathens, But how weak- 

ly does he talk? Does he mean that an Arun 
thinks the word G OD never ſignifies the ſupreme 
Being? With what Honour or Honeſty can he 
pretend it? Does he pretend that none but an 
Arian ever uſes the Term God in ſpeaking of a- 
ny other than the ſupreme Being? What an Ho- 
nour has he done thoſe he calls Arians, by joining 
Moſes, David, and Paul, nay and the Holy Spirit, 
by whoſe Inſpiration they wrote, with the 4- 
rians * The Letter to a Diſſenter treats very par- 
ticularly of this Matter, pag. 20, Oc. and has ma- 
ny things which this Author ſhould have anſwered, 
it he deſigned not to delude Men by a flight and 
ſuperficial Diſcourſe. The Author of the Letter 
gives, as plainly as words can do, his Senſe of 


this Matter, and his Reaſons for it, which 1 per- 


ceive the Writer of this new Pamphlet cares not 
to meddle with. Let any careful Reader review 
the Letter upon that Head, and judge of this 
Man's way of writing. He ſays, Magiſtrates are 
once or twice ſaid to be Gods, in a figurative . 

. ion, 
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ſion, tho never with thoſe Titles and Attributes that 
the Scripture gives to Chriſt, And who ever thought 


that thoſe Titles and Attributes belonged to 
them? The Queſtion is, whether the Titles and 
Attributes given to Chriſt prove him to be the 
Supreme G OD, or whether the Scripture does 
not every where ſhew the contrary? 


And let this Writer remember, that this is not 


a Subjeft to be treated of with Banter and Bur- 
leſque, If he has a Satisfaction in talking of a 
' Demi-God, I will not envy him. Where do any 
of the three Writers he talks of, ſay, that Chriſk 
is a mere Creature? Where do they call him a 
made God, a voluntary Production, &c Where does 
Mr. Emlyn ſay, that Chriſt is not God by Nature, 
except as all good Men are PartaRers of the Divine 
Nature by the Grace of Regeneration This Writer 
had the Wit not to refer to the Place; for in- 
deed Mr. E — has ſaid juſt the contrary, that 
Chriſt is Partaker of the Divine Nature, not only 
in moral Graces, but in glorious Dominion and Autho- 
rity, &c. pag. 129. That he is derived from the 
Father, is indeed plain, and the Nicene Creed ſpeaks 


of him as God of GOD, Oc. But as we know 


nothing of the Manner of his being from the Fa- 
ther, we will not venture to ſpeak of it further 

than the Scripture does, Doubtleſs there is {ome 
vaſt Difference in the way in which the Son is 
derived from the Father, from that in which all 
other Beings are derived from him; or elſe he 
would not be call'd his only-begotten Son. What 
that is, I profeſs not to know; nor do | expett 
much Light from this Writer, till he js in a graver 
Temper, and diſpoſed to treat the Subject with a 
| little more Serioulneſs. 


1 ſhould be glad to ſee a ſenſible and grave An- 


ſwer to that Queſtion he mentions: If Chriſt were 


the Supreme GO D, what Wrath could hurt him? And 
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I wonder whether he will deny, that Chriſt is a 
great Lawgiver under GOD, I thought all had ac- 

 knowledged him to be ſo. | ly 


II. I proceed to his next Word which he makes 
a noiſe about, pag. 7. and that is ETERNAL. 
Now, ſays he, who ever imagined that there was more 
than one eternal Being, whom we call G0 D, that was 
before all Time and Things, and was of bimſelf, and 
gave Being to all things elſe? I aſſure him I know 
one who ever imagined there were more than one 
MWow, you muſt obſerve, they will own Chriſt is ever- 
laſting, from John 1. 1. In the beginning was the Word. 
They have better and ſhorter Proofs for it than 
that. But you are miſtaken, if you think, for all this, 
that they own him to be eternal; for they only concerve 
him to have been produc'd ſome time before the other 
Creatures, in the beginning, but ſtill that he bath a 
leſs Eternity than GOD the Father. And yet this 
Phraſe of a leſs Eternity, I do not find in the Place 
referred to in the Anſwer to Mr. T. With what 
Modeſty or Truth then could he refer us for that 
Phraſe to an Author that never uſed it? and per- 
haps tis purely his own Invention, and then he 
might well be pretty confident that 't mas never heard 
of before, and beſt knows with what Deſign it was 
invented. I think Men ought to content them- 
ſelves with the Scripture-way of ſpeaking. As 
we know not whether the Word, the Son of GOD, 
_ derives his Being from the Father, by a Neceſſity 
of Nature or not, it becomes us to be ſparing in 
what we ſay about it. We may ſafely ſpeak of 
bis Duration as the Scripture does; and till "tis 
clear'd, that the Scriptures ſay he had a beginning, 
we ought not to aſcribe one to him. And Dr. 
Clark's Modeſty and Caution in this Point, ſeem to 
me very commendable: If this Writer will war- 
| rant 


CJ 
rant it, that Chriſt cannot be eternal, unleſs he 
is ſelf-exiſtent, he muſt go contrary to many lear- 

ned Men of his own fide, For my own part, 1 
care not to be wiſe above what is written; but 


the Author 1s guilty of a Blunder, when he ſays, 
ſo that in the beginning ſignifies only a ſtricter or 


| ſhorter Eternity; whereas a ſtrict Eternity ſignifies 
the moſt abſolute and perfect Eternity: and he 
ſhould have expreſſed himſelf thus, if he would 


have properly declared his own meaning, a leſs 
firiF, or a ſhorter Eternity. He might have learnt 
this from the Author he was ſpeaking againſt, who 


uſes the word ſtrict in its proper Senſe. 


And bere, ſays he, I muſt account for calling of 
them Arians, who do by no means like the Name, it 

having been odious to all Chriſtians for ſo many Ages, © 
and accordingly they plead they are no Arians, be- 


cauſe Arius ſaid, There was a Time when Chriſt was 
not. I think nothing can be more ſpiteful than this 


Man's way of writing: He ſhews that the Reaſon 
of his giving them this Name, is, becauſe it is 


odious ;, I ſuppoſe he does not look upon this as re- 
viling. How ealy were it to retaliate, and with 
much more Reaſon, did not the Religion 1 profeſs 


forbid it! Well, but it is odious to all Chriſtians, 
_ becauſe the Arians, who, he thinks, were not _ 


_ Chriſtians themſelves, were odious to all that were. 
But he muſt have a very bad Opinion of his Cauſe, 
if he thinks Men of Senſe will be ſatisfied with 
calling Names, inſtead of Argument. And can he 
avoid ſeeing the Unrighteouſneſs of his Procee- 
dure? When Men are denominated from any Per- 
ſon, 'tis always ſuppoſed to be, becauſe they em- 
brace his peculiar Opinions : But it ſeems now 


whoſe peculiar Opinion they diſclaim. He goes 
on: And theſe Men are a little ſubtler than he, to 
evade the plain Scriptures, and therefore more modeſtly 


C 2 | ſay, 


/ 
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that Men muſt be called after the name of a Perſon 
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(12) 
ſay, There was an Eternity when Chriſt was not. 
But what plain Scriptures does he talk of? and 
who are the Men that ever talked at ſuch an idle 


fooliſh rate? Does he ſuppoſe this the Conſequence 


of their Opinion? even then he ought to be ſo ho- 


neſt, as not to charge them with ſaying it. No 
Man is to be charged with a Conſequence he does 


not grant; and it is great pity that any Man ſhould 


- undertake a Controverſy, who is not beforehand 
appriz'd of a Rule fo univerſally agreed upon. 
But his Buſineſs is not to argue, but to call Names, 
But if you ast them, whether. Chriſt had a Be- 
ginning, or an Original, they will not deny it an 


more than Arius. That Chriſt was the Son of the 
Father, and conſequently that the Father was his 
Original, they will not deny; but as to his hav- 
ing a Beginning, they hope to behave themſelves 
with a Chriſtian Modeſty, when they ſay with 


Dr. Clarke, © The Scripture, in declaring the Son's 
«© Derivation from the Father, never makes men- 
e tion of any Limitation of Time; but always ſup- 

_ © Poſes him to have exiſted with the Father, from 
the Beginning, and before all Worlds.“ Scripture- 


Doctrine, pag. 279. And as to his being one GO D 
with the Father, or a Perſon in Nature equal with him, 
they are as far from owning it as Arius bimſelf, And 
are not their Adverſaries very unconſcionable, that 


they will not direct them to the Places of Scrip- 
ture where ſuch things are declared? So that the 


Difference between Arius and them, is not indeed in 
Senſe, ſo much as in a ſubtle Uſe of Words, to de- 
ceive plain honeſt Chriſtians, No doubt, if he takes 
the liberty to expreſs their Senſe for them, he can 
make what he pleaſes of it; for I do not ſee he 


diſcovers any Principle that will reſtrain him: But 
the Arrogance is intolerable, when he charges Men 
with a Deſign of deceiving others, tho they ſpear _ | 
very plainly ; as 1 believe all will allow they 99, 


Who 


"7 TW 3 
who are the Authors of the three a Ar which 
he would be thought to confute. . 


ll. His next Word is Trinity, pag. g. which wry 
being aScripture-Word, there is no Occaſion to con- 
tend about it. He ſays, his Reader mult not think, 
when we ſpeak of the Trinity, that we own the three 
Divine Perſons to be one GOD, The truth is, we 
want to ſee their Proof, that the word GOD is 85 
ever uſed in Scripture as à complex Notion for 
more Perſons than oze ; and he ought to have ſhewn, 
that GOD is not one Perſon, but three Perſons. 
His Argument here is, that we are baptized equal- 
Jy into the Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghott, f 
Now this equally imports, either that we are as i 
truly baptized into the Name of the one as the o- i 
ther, which all will grant; or elſe that an equal | 
Honour is paid to the three Perſons, Now that 
cannot be; becauſe as we are baptiz'd in obedience ; 
to the Authority whereby Baptiſm is inſtituted, ſo _— 
it is plain from the firſt Inſtitution, that Authori- : 
ty was originally in the Father, and from him de- i 
rived to the Son. All Power, ſays Chriſt, is given j 
me in Heaven and in Earth: Go ye THEREFORE, 
and teach all Nations, baptizing them in the Name, 
&c. 
lle ſays further, that the Tank Divine Perfe@ions 
and Works are promiſcuouſly attributed to all the thrie 3 
Perſons in many Places of Scripture. And what won- i 
der the Works ſhould be ſo, when all the Perſons 
concur in them ? Bur are not theſe Works attri- 
buted to them in a different manner ? The Son 
created the World as the Father's Agent; but did 
the Father create it as the Son's Agent? that is, the | 
Scripture tells us, GO D created all things by Jeſus f 
Chri#. But where does it tell us, that Chriſt crea- ; 
ted all Things by GOD? And as to Divine Per- 
Ml lan, let us hear what he . urges; Aud 


tho 


044) 
they plead that Self-exiſtence and Supremacy is no _ 
oferibed to the Son, 'tis abſolutely falſe ; for Chris 
Files himſelf the firſt, and can there be a former ? 
and the Almighty : j and be is declared to be over A LL, 
60D bleſſed for evermore. EL 
It is indeed very true, that there cannot pol. 
ſibly be two who mould each of them be firſt in 
the * reſpect. And certainly my Conſequence, 


that becauſe the Father is ſaid to be firſt, and the | 


Son is ſaid to be firſt, they muſt be each ſaid to 
be ſo in different Reſpects; I ſay, this my Conſe- 
quence muſt be as good as his, that the Father and 
the Son are the ſame. The Expreſſion of a Per- 
ſon's being the firſt and the laſt, is equivalent to the 
ſaying, he is the only one of that fort, and that 
there is and can be no other. Thus GOD is the 
firſt and the laſt, as there is and can be but one 
G OD; and thus Chriſt is the fir and the lat, as 
he is the one and only Mediator between GOD. 
and Man. I think our bleſſed Lord himſelf leads us 
to this Interpretation: For when he ſpeaks this of 
himſelf, he is evidently ſpeaking of himſelf as Me- 
diator : Rev. 1. 17,18. I am the fir and the la#, 
I am He that liveth, and was dead, and bebold I am 
alive for evermore, Amen; and bave the Keys of Hell 


and Death. 


As to his next Text, he has Sin den i; Chriſt 
does not, bur the Father does, call himſelf the 
Almighty, Rev. 1.8. as may appear by comparing 
that Verſe with ie fourth and fifth Verſes of the 
ſame Chapter, He that ſtiles himſelf the Ag 
ver. 8. 15 the Lord which is, and which was, and which 
is to come; and this is the only Title which is gi— 
ven to the Father, ver. 4. in contradiſtinction to Je- 
ſus Chriſt, ver. 5. 
That Chriſt i is over all, Is freely acknowledged: 

but then we ate aſlured, that! it was the Father who 
peut all things under bis Ter z and it is maniſeſt, 2 


* 


(15). 
1 Cor. 15. 27. 


IV. In his next Inſtance, pag. 9. he ſays, They 


as much abuſe the words CREATOR and CREA. 


TURE. I ſhall here paſs by his little ſpiteful 


Reflections, " which being of the ſame nature with 


thoſe I have already taken notice of, will not be 
regarded by the prudent Reader: l ſhall lay down. 
theſe following Propoſitions, which will lufficiently 


_ confute his arguing. 


1.) That the Work of Creation muſt be wrought | 


by hs Power of the ſupreme G O D. (2.) If the 


Work of Creation was not wrought immediately 


by the ſupreme GOD, but he ſaw fit to imploy 


another as his Agent in it; yet it is certain, that 
Agent muſt have deriv'd all his Power from the 


| ſupreme G OD. And by conſequence, (3.) If the 


ſupreme GOD made the World only mediately, ; 
the Work muſt yet juſtly be ſaid to be his, and 
the Title of Creator muſt, in the moſt proper and 


noble Senſe, belong to him. Conſequently, (4.) 


Whether the ſupreme GOD made the World 
immediately or mediately, his eternal Power and 
Godbead will equally be ſeen by the things that are 
made, And by the like Conſequence, (5.) The 


ſame Honour and Glory muſt be ultimately due to 


the ſupreme, GOD, if he created the World me- 


diately, that would be due to him if he created it 
immediately. (6.) That the Light of Nature does 


not teach us, whether the ſupreme GOD created 


the World immediately or mediately (J.) That 


it does not appear from any clear Paſſages in the 
Old Teſtament, that the Jews had any Revelation, 
that tlie ſupreme G6 OD imployed any Agent un- 


der him in making the World ; and yet they did 


not miſtake the Object of their "Worſhip, becauſe _ 
| the ſupreme GOD was moit truly and properly 


che 


he is excepted who did put al thing under bim 7 
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(16) 
the Creator; and they worſhipped bim as ſuch; 
Laſtly, we have certain Aſſurance from the New 
Teſtament, that when G 0 D made the World, 
he did it by Chriſt : Heb. 1. 2. By whom alſo be 
made the Worlds. Eph. 3. 9. Who created all things 
by Feſus Cbriſt. And the ſame is plain from the 
Work of Creation's being aſcribed to him in other 
Places, particularly thoſe mentioned by this Wri- 
ter, Joby 1. 3. Col. 1. 16. Theſe Propoſitions are 
a full Anſwer to the Argument he uſes in the ninth. 
Page, and half the tenth, However, that I may 
not leave any thing unanſwered, that may ſeem | 
of any force, | ſhall take notice of ſome Paſſages. 
Uee argues then from Col. 1. 16. where 'tis ſaid, 
| that all things were created by him, and for him; 
which, he ſays, is the Honour that the Py Hoſt 
gives to the GREAT GOD, Rev. 4.11. But 
the Anſwer to this is eaſy : All things re imme- 
diately created by him, as the Agent whom GOD 
imployed in creating them; 3 and all things were 
created for bim, who as the Son of 2 D Is mace | 
Heir of all Things, Heb, 1. 2. 
He would ask, by the way, how there »oſſ 10 can be 
an Inſtrument in Creating Work, which muſs neceſſa- 
rily imply an lufinite Power! ? The Queſtion is, 
whether it implies a greater Power than the Fa- 
ther could communicate to the Son? The moſt 
zealous Writers of this Gentleman's ſide have ac- 
knowledged, that the Son derives from the Father 
his Being and Perfections, and among the reſt that 
Power wiereby he made the World. And to ask 
how a ching can poſſibly be, which Revelation a- 
ſures us is Matter of Fact, does not carry ia it 
that Submiſſion of Reaſon to Scripture, which this 
Author elſewhere commends, pag. 38, 39. And 
how eaſy were it to ask him, on the other hand, 
how a great many of his Aﬀertions can poſſibly 
be true? How can it poſſibly be, that ue. bon 
| : oul 
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ſhould be the Image of the Father, and yet the 


ſame Being with him? How is it poſlible they 
ſhould be the ſame individual Being, and yet the Fa- 


ther only be the Sender, or the Son only the Sent? 


Or the Son only be incarnate, and not the Father ? 
The Anfwer he would make to theſe Queſtions of 


mine, and many more of the like nature, | re- 


eſt him to accept as a full Anſwer to his own. 
Softer words wonld have been more decent in 


his next Sentence, where he is treating of a Scrip- 
ture-Doctrine: And yet this is what they would ab- 


ſurdly repreſent Cbriſt to be, an inſtrumental Crea- 


tor; which, I think, is not only falſe Divinity, but 


intolerable Nonſenſe, and directly contrary to what 


GOD faith, J/a. 44. 24. Thus ſaith the Lord thy 
Redeemer, and He that formed thee from the Womb, 
I am the Lord that maketh all things, that. Pretcheth 


forth the Heavens alone, that ſpreadeth nd the 
Earth by my ſelf. 


Such Expreſſions of falſe Divinity and anvicrable 


Nonſenſe, concerning a thing fo poſtively aſſerted 


in the New Teſtament, do not tend to promote 


Mens Reſpect to thoſe Writings ; it would much 
better become this Author to write with more Mo- 
| Cdeſty, and a better Guard. As to his Argument 


from that Text in Iſaiah, I deſire he would conſi- 


der, whether alone is not a relative Term, and to 


be interpreted only to exclude or deny the Pre- 
ſence or Concurrence of any, who might be ſup- 


poſed to have been preſent, or to have concurred 
with another? For inſtance, when 'tis ſaid, Luke 


9. 18. that Chriſt was alone praying, this is not. to 


be underſtood abſolutely to exclude all Perſons, 
(for bis Diſciples were with him) but only the Multi- 


tude: So, wer. 36. when after the Transfiguration, : 
It is ſaid, "Feſus was found alone, *tis plain this can 


be underſtood only to deny the Preſence of Moſes 
and Elias; for Peter, and James, and John, were 
| 2 


then 


( 18 ) 
then with him. See alſo Mark 4. 10. and many o- 
ther Places. Thus we are to underſtand the Paſ- 
ſage in Iſaiah : G OD had in a lofty Strain, in the 
former Part of the Chapter, inſulted the falſe 


SGods whom Men were fo prone to worſhip ; and 


In oppoſition to fuch, or any co-ordinate Being or 
Power, he aſlerts his having ſtretched out the Hea- 
dens alone; but as the New Teſtament will not ſuf. 
fer us to believe he uſed not his Son as ſubordi- 
nate to him in the Work, ſo neither does the Expreſ. 
ſion of his doing it alone neceſſarily imply that he 
did not uſe a ſubordinate Agent. Thus when 'tis 
ſaid, Deut. 32, 12. The Lord alone did lead him, 
that 1 is, Jacob, or the Children of Tſ-ael in the Wil- 
derneſs; the meaning is, to exclude any other 
Gods from concurring therein; as it is added, And 
there was no ſtrange God with him but 'tis not de- 
ſigned to lignity, that he made uſe of no other 
Perſon unde» him to lead them; for 'tis expreſly 
ſaid, Pſal, 77.20, Thou leddeſt thy People like a 
5 Flock, by the land of Moſes and Aaron, 
He makes ſome Attempt to argue, pag. 10. but 
cannot forbear his mean Drollery : The Place, ſays 
he, from whence they would prove, that the World 
was made by an Under-God, is Eph. 3. 9. Who cre- 
ated all things by Jeſus Chriſt. But he that will con- 
fader that GOD is one, and that we are baptized 
into Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt; that Grace and 
Heavenly Gifts are prayed for from theſe three; and 
that the ſame thing in the 6thof Iſaiah ſhould be at- 
tributed to GO D (Jehovah) and in John 12. to 
Chriſt :, and in the laſt of rhe Acts to the Holy Ghoſt : 
I ſay, he that will read and conſider theſe things, and 
can be humble enough to think, that GOD is infinite- 
above bim, will ſee cauſe to believe, that Chriſt 
and the Holy Spirit are but one God with the Father, 
and but one Creator of the Univerſe, tho they are ſome 
9 N 1 hat GOD is one, is — 
nable 


(19) 
nable; and that this GOD is the Father, is the 
Apoſtle's Aſſertion, 1 Cor. 8.6. To us there is but 


one GOD, the Father. And I ſhall be glad to ſee 
as clear a Text produced on the other ſide, to (hew_ 


that we miſtake the Senſe of it. We are baptized 
into the Name of the Father, Son, and Hol 


Ghoſt ; that is, we are ingaged to be their Diſci- 


_ ples, as we may {ee that is the Delign of baptizing 


| mo any one's Name, by Sr, Paul's Diſcourſe, 1 Cor. 
But what i Snifies that to our Author's Pur- 


756 3 


It is true, as he ſays, that Grace 401 Heavenly 


Benefits are prayed for from theſe three; and no won- 


der, ſince as they all proceed originally from the 
father, ſo they are beſtowed, thro the Son, by 
the Holy Ghoſt. And this Argument is not ſo 
ſtrong as the Obje ion which lies againſt him, and 


he has never attempted to remove, viz. That there 


is not one Example in the Scripture of any Prayer 
directed to the Holy Ghoſt. 


As to his Argument from Iſaiah compared with 


the New Teſtament, I anſwer, That the Lord, 


whom Jſaiah ſaw, was not the Father in his own 
Perſon ; becauſe he never appear'd perſonally : 


No Man bath ſeen, or can ſce him; 1 Tim. 6. 16. 


Men have neither beard his Voice at any time, non ſeen 
bis Shape; John 5. 379. Whenever therefore GOD 


is ſaid to appgar, it was not in his own Perſon, but 


by another who repreſented him, And it has been 
generally agreed, that this was done by our Sa- 
viour, who was indeed moſt proper to do it, as be- 


ing the Brightneſs of his Glory, dud the e expreſs Image 


of bis Perſon, And agreeable hereto are the words 


of St. John, chap, 1. ver. 18. No Man bath ſeen 
GOD at any time; the only-begotten Son, who was in 


the Boſom of the Father, he bath delared bim. As 


therefore that was an Appearance of Chriſt repre- 
ſeating * Father, it was very proper for St. Jobn 
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to ſay, that 7/a;ab ſaw Chriſt's Glory, It will be 


very difficult, | ſuppoſe, for this Author to inform 


us, how it was poſlible for Chriſt ſo often to appear 


under the Old Teſtament, and yet no Man ever ſee 
the Father, if they two were one and the ſame Be- 
ing. Nor can it be any Difficulty with us, that St. 


Paul citing a Verſe out of the 6th of Iſaiah, ſhould 


ſay, Well ſpake the Holy Ghoſt, by Iſaiah the Prophet, 
unto our Fathers; for we are perſuaded that, not- 


withſtanding I/aiah had ſeen the Viſion, he was af- 
terward inſpired by the Holy Ghoſt in writing 


This Writer may now, if he pleaſes, charge us 


with want of Humility, becauſe we will not ſubmit 
our Judgments to his, and be convinced by ſuch 
wonderful Arguments. We think it rather a Sign 


of Humility, when Men are afraid to ſay more of 
GOD than he has ſaid of himſelf; and therefore 
rather content themſelves with the Declarations he 


has made, than venture upon ſuch bold Aſſertions. 


V. His next Word is, The SATISFACTION 
of Chriſt, pag. 11. They'll tell you, ſays he, they 


_ moſt readily grant this, It is a little hard then that 


they ſhould not be believ?d, or that he ſhould cavil 
at them : But when a Reſolution is form'd of blac- 
kening Men, every thing muſt be improved as an 
Occaſion of doing it. See therefore how he goes 


on: But if you ask them, whether be made Satisfaction, 


by paying a Price of infinite Value, a full Equivalent 
unto the JuStice of GO D? They have learnt of tbe 


Socinians o ſay, There was no need of {ſuch a 


thing, but G O D might accept of what he pleaſed. 
There have been others, beſides the Socinians, Who 


have thought GOD might, if he pleaſed, have 


forgiven din without a Satisfaction. | think we 
ought to ſpeak cautiouſly concerning ſuch Matters, 
and may ſafely ſay, that the way G OD has taken 


(21) 


by the Death and Sacrifice of his Son, is very pro- 

per and expedient, as it ſecures the Honour of 
G O D's Perfections and Government. Nor do 1 

meet with any that ſay, GOD might accept what be 


pleaſed ;, if thereby is meant, that the Wiſdom of 


' GOD was not at all concerned to chuſe a proper 
Expedient. But this is what, I believe, will be 


readily granted by all Men of 'Senſe, that whereas 


ſome lay a great deal of ſtreſs upon ſcholaſtick 
Notions and Subtleties, and tell you, that we can 
have no Hope in the Death of Chriſt, unleſs it be 
made to ſquare with ſuch Fancies as have no foot- 
ing in the Holy Scriptures, we may, without troub- 
ling our ſelves about ſuch Speculations, ſafely take 
GO D's Word, and be aſſured of the Sufficiency 
of that which he declares himſelf pleaſed to accept. 
And I hope there is no Pride in ſuch a way of 
thinking. This Author does not really under- 


ſtand, or elſe wiltully miſrepreſents thoſe whom 
he pretends to confute. There are none of thoſe 


he oppoſes, that I can hear of, who make any 
Doubt, that the Virtue of our Lord's Death and 
Sacrifice was owing to his Divine Nature; that he 
bare in his Sufferings our Sins in his own Body, 
and that a perfect Atonement was made for them 
by the ſhedding his Blood; that we cannot poſſi- 


bly think of any Expedient like to this, and that 
this is the moſt eminent and amazing Commenda- 
tion of the Love of GOD: But to ſay abſolutely, 
That GOD could not forgive Sin without a 
Satisfaction, is a Preſumption too high for us. I 


may be inclined to think, there might be a Ne- 
ceſſity for his teſtifying his Diſpleaſure againſt Sin 

in ſome ſuch way, upon the account of what this 
Author mentions, GOD's dealing with his own 


Son In the manger he has, notwithſtanding his Love 


to him. But there can be no Hurt, I ſuppoſe, in 
not ſpeaking en what 605 could do, or 
noc | 
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(22) 
not do, where he has not himſelf expreſij ace 
quainted us with it. 


But the next is a rare Paragraph indeed The 
Scripture tells us, ſays he, that the Deſert of Sin is in- 
finite Miſery, The Scripture never teils us any ſuch 


thing, nor ever ſo much as once mentions infinite 
Miſery. Let this Writer ſet down Chapter and 
Verſe, where he finds this. Indeed infinite Miſery 


is as much a Contradiction, as an "finite World” 
for it muſt ſignify, if it ſignifies any thing, a Mi- _ 
ſery as great as can be: But this is a Contradic- | 
tion; and you may as well ſuppoſe Almighty 
Power exhauſted in creating a World as great as 
poſſible, that is, in erecting an infinite World ;, as 
you can ſuppoſe it exhauſted in inflicting Miſery 
as great as can be, This is not the Language of 


the Scriptures, but the Jargon of Men, who would 


corrupt the Goſpel, and mix Fancies of their own 
with it. He goes on; Otherwiſe God had never 


threatned ſuch Puniſhment to it. Nor has he; or 


faid one Word about it: and indeed how can he, 


when the thing is not poſſible in it ſelf ? Yet ſome 


are come to deny this, againſt the plaineſt Scripture, 


and will not belicve her God will puniſh temporary 
Faults with eternal Torments. See the Confuſion of 


this Man's Mind! Are infinite Miſery and eternal 
 Torments the fame thing with him? If the Miſery 


be eternal, mult it therefore be infinite? Are ſuch 


Men fit to be truſted with drawing Conſequences 
from the Scriptures, to be Teſts for their Neigh- 


bours ? If this be true, then every thing that is 


eternal is infinite. The Joys of Heaven, and our 
Author himſelf, muſt be infinite. 1 will not quar- 
rel with Men tor uſing the word rhetorically and 


hyperbolically, but to do this | In an Argument Is 


_ intolerable. 


But there is ſtill a much worſe Fault in the Sen- 


tence; a Fault that proceeds not from the Weak- 


neſs 


Cay) 
wh of his Underſtanding, but the perverſeneſs of 
his Will. There are none of them he writes a- 


gainſt, and upon whom this Reflection is deſigned- 
ly caſt, that deny the Eternity of the Torments 

of Hell. If there are any that doubt of the Eter- 
nity of thoſe Torments, they are moſt likely to 
be ſuch as make light of ſuch a temporary Fault, as 
that of ae and falſly accuſing their Neigh- 


bour. 


There is no need to dwell upon the reſt of the 
Paragraph. There are none doubt, that GOD 


declares to all his juſt Diſpleaſure againſ} Sin, not par- 
doning of it but upon ſuch a Price paid as the Blood of 


the Son of God. None aſſert that it was poſſible for 


the Blood of Bulls and Goats to take away Sin; nor 
that the Death of Chriſt was needleſs. and might as 
well have been ſpared. Whether there could have 


been any other Satisfaction that could have been 
accepted, I know not, nor does this Author; for 
cannot imagine why, according to his Principles, 
either of the two other Perſons in the Trinity 
might not have given the Satisfaction: for if there 
be an abſolute Equality, the Son or Holy Ghoſt 
might have ſent the Father upon this Work; the 


very Thought of which would of old have been 
eſteem d blaſphemous. 


VI. He comes next to the word CH A RITT, 
which, he ſays, pag. 12. is a word of great uſe among 
the Arians, (commend me then to them, for cer- 
tainly they look the more like Chrittians) but in 4 
Senſe that you (hall never find in Scripture, lam 
ſorry for that, for that would ſpoil all again: But it 
is a Comfort, the Writer talks very confuſedly vpon 
this Head; and the Men he is ſo angry with, may, 
notwithſtanding his Diſcourſe, excel in the true 
Scripture- Charity, He ſays, It is at large deſcribed 
and recommended in 1 Cor, 13. to be kind, not to be 


adio, 


De OE nr Ion FT 
; ſuſpicious, even m little Matters of Religion, to bear 
with one another, &c. 
1 ſuppoſe by the word even, he meant namely: 
For as his Deſign is to turn the Charge of Uncha- 
ritableneſs from his own ſide upon his Adverſaries, 
he would have you think, that to be ſuſpicious in 
great Matters of Religion, is very conliſtent with 
Charity. I am ſure he had need make out the 
Truth of that, if he would clear his Friends; for 
they have ſhew'd themſelves ſuſpicious with a 
vengeance, in the Inquiſitions they have ſet up to 
rack Mens Conſciences about their pretended Fun- 
damentals. But by what Warrant does he put in 
this Gloſs? I thought it had been allow'd to be a 
part of Charity to believe well of our Neighbours, 
till there is good Evidence to prove them guilty 
of ſome Evil; and that whether the Matters be 
great or ſmall: and the greater the Evil is that is 
ſuſpected, the greater, in my Arenen is the 
Breach of  Chartty. 
It may not be a Prejudice to this Writer, to 
compare himſelf a little with the Account the A- 
poltle gives of Charity; he is fo ſhort and ſuper- 
ficial in his own, that it looks as tho he did not 
much like the Subject, which, all things conſider'd, 
is, 1 think, no great wonder, Charity then, the 
Apoſtle tells us, ſuffereth long, and is kind, teaches 
Men to forbear their Reſentments, and do Offices 
of Kindneſs, and not to be injurious z Charity en- 
vyetb not, bis Neighbour's Reputation for inſtance, 
and does not endeavour to fix any odious Names 
upon him; Charity vaunteth not it ſelf, as tho a 
Man were himſelf the Standard of Truth and Or- 
thodoxy; is not puffed up, does not teach a Man to 
_ ſwell againſt and contemn his Brother; doth not 
| behave it ſelf unſeemly, is aſhamed of a mean and 
diſingenuous Action; ſeeketh not her own, is not ca- 
foly provoked, and much lefs is provoked without 
tio, _ any 


n 


(25) mY 
any Cauſe ; tbinketh no Evil, does not entertain a 
' hard: Thought, much leſs ſpeaks. a hard Word, 
withont good Evidence of Mens Guilt ; rejoiceth not 
in Iniquity, but rejoiceth in the Truth, does not ap- 
pear to be glad of Matter of Reproach, and there- 
fore does not carefully hunt after it, but is glad 
to think and ſpeak well of others; beareth all 
things, believeth all things, that is, all the good 
things that are ſaid of a Man; bopeth all things, 
hopeth the beſt, where others are ſuſpicious; hopes 
Men are good Men and true Chriſtians, notwith- 
ſtanding the Reports ſcatter'd abroad concerning 
them; endureth all things. If this Writer had a 
little mare, thorowly looked into this Matter, I 
can hardly think he would have made ſuch a Bluſ- 
ter, as he has done, with his Faith, or taken ſo 
much pains to prove himſelf a ſounding Braſs, and 
a tinkling Cymbal. _ CC 
Now ſee how this Author ſhifts off the Buſi- 
neſs of Charity: I hope, ſays he, thoſe that abbor the 
Doctrine of Arius do charitably pray, that GOD. 
would give them Repentaace to the Acknowledg- 
ment of the Truth, that they may have Pardon from 
God, &c. It is poſſible they may do this charita- 
bly, and 'tis poſſible they may do it uncharitably, 
when they delign hereby to increaſe Mens Hatred 
againſt them. Now compare this with other 
Mens Prayers, and judge then which of them are 
the moſt charitable. Is it not much more ſeemly 
and modeſt, and conſequently much more agree- 
able to Charity, to ſuppole, that in a difficult 
and controverted Point, | may err as well as my 
Neighbour ; that he may be as ſincere in his ſearch 
after Truth as lam; and that if 1 have no other 
Objection againſt him but his Opinion, he may be 
a much better Man than my felt : and therefore to 
pray that GOD would direct us all into the Truth, 
and ſhew either fide that is in the wrong their Er- 
ä SEES © - 
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ror, and that he would impute to none of us the 
m we may be in thro any undeſigned Neg. 
J 3 
But they would vain-gloriouſly ſeem to excel in 
this; and, Innocent Vindicat. prays God io forgive 
their Enemies. How does this bold Writer know 
they are vain. glorious in this? Let him leave that 
matter to the proper Judge. If he is infallible 
in the Diſpute, let him however not pretend to 
Infallibility in ſearching our Hearts. But is it 
not plain they do excel in Charity? If Diverſity 
of Opinion is a ſufficient Reaſon for you to cen- 
| ſure them, have they not juſt as much to cenſure 
you? is it not a Sign they have more Charity 
than you, that, notwithſtanding this Diverſity, 
they think and ſpeak well of you, as you will not 
of them? J am ſorry this Writer ſhould think, 
that the praying to GO D to forgive Enemies, 
ſhould be any Sign of Vain-Glory. I believe he 
did not deſign it as a Reflection vpon a much grea- | 
ter Perſon; but he ought to be a little more up- 
on his Guard, eſpecially conſidering how induſ- 
trious he is himſelf to turn the moſt innocent Ex- 
preſſions to invidious Purpoſes, Had any of his 
Enemies ſpoke thus, they might have fallen under a 
heavy Cenſvre; but I ſpare him. But is it kind 
_ Charity to call all the World Fools but themſelves ? 
But who is the Man that does ſo? His Friends, 1 
underſtand, have compared us to Fools that rage; 
ſee Innocent V indicated, pag. 16. But I know none 
of us that will not readily acknowledge there are 
many ſenſible, ingenious, learned, and pious Men 
on the other ſide; ſo that his Diſcourſe here is 
_ chimerical, If a Man's Weakneſs or Uncharita- 
bleneſs is expoſed to the View of the World, 
they ought to bear the Blame of the Cenſure that | 
it incurs, who were the Publiſhers. I wiſh all 
Writers would forbear the calling Names, . 
e Medt: * 


(#7). 
of uſing Arguments. But I do not wonder that 
this Author is diſpleaſed with thoſe who blame 
Men for doing what he ſo much practiſes himſelf, 
Our Author is angry at their being accuſed to 
bade the Pope's Pride, and to pretend to Infallibi- 
lity. Whether the Popes Pride is the Expreſſion 

of Innocent Vindicated, know not; he accuſes 
them of pretending. to Infallibility. Nor can 1 
ſee how they can be excuſed, who will take up- 
on them to condemn Men for differing from them 
in ſuch Points as thoſe in Controverſy, But ſee 
how he would evade this; I think, however, a Man 
may be certain of many things, tho "be be not infalli- 
ble. Doubtleſs he may be certain of whatever 
5 GOD has. ſaid, nor are they accuſed upon ſuch 
an account. But the Queſtion is, Whether Men 
ſnould be ſo certain of all the remote and con- 
teſted Conſequences they pretend to draw from 
what GOD has ſaid, as to condemn and abuſe 
all that do not ſee them. GO D's Word is infal- 
lible, but Mens Reaſoning upon it is not ſo. 


| May he not be certain of the Meaning of the firit 


| Commandment, Thou ſhalt have no other Gods but 


me? and Thou ſhalt worſhip no other God; for 
the Lord, whoſe name is Jealous, is a jealous GOD? 
And yet as certain as he ſeems to be, he does him- 
ſelf perhaps miſtake the meaning of it. I will 
try him, tho l do not much expect to convince 
bim: He plainly takes theſe Texts to mean, that 
no kind of religious Worſhip ſhoald be ever given 
to any other but the GOD there meant. Now .] ]§Z]. 
this ſeems to me to be very falſe : My Reaſon for | 
it is this; Religious Worſhip is to be given to 
_ Chriſt, is on all hands agreed; if therefore he be 
not that GOD meant in thoſe Texts, then he 
_ miſtakes them. But it may puzzle him perhaps to 
prove that he is meant there, or to anſwer an 
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Objection that lies againſt it: The Objection is 


this, That the GOD there ſpoken of is evident- 


ly the GOD of 1jrael; and the Father of Chriſt, 


and not Chriſt himſelf, was the GOD of Iſrael: 
So that if thoſe Texts do forbid any Worſhip to 
be paid to any other but that GOD, they muſt 
forbid it to be paid to Chriſt, - If it be asked, how 


it can be proved, that the Father only was the 


G OD of Iſrael; 1 anſwer, Chrift is never called 
ſo, but wherever we have any Key to know who 


he was, we find always that he was Chriſt's Fa- 
ther. I will name two or three Texts, Ad, 3. 13. | 
The GOD of Abraham, and of Iſaac, and of ]a- 
cob, the GOD of our Fathers bath glorified his 


Son Jeſus, Nothing can be plainer here, than that 


the GOD of Iſrael was the Father of Chriſt, and 
no one can imagine that Chriſt was his own Fa- 
ther. So again, Chap. 5. 30. Tbe GOD of our | 
Fathers raiſed up Feſus 5 which agrees with the for- 
mer Text, and by the GOD of their Fathers is 


to be underſtood in like manner the Father. And 
our Saviour is moſt-expreſs in declaring, that He 


whom they called their G O O, was his Father: 
John 8. 54. Jeſus anſmered, if I bonour my ſelf, my 
Honour is nothing; it is my Father that honoureth me, 


of whom ye ſay, that He is your GOD. Unleſs 
therefore our Author can prove, that Chriſt was 
the GOD of Jſrael, he muſt own that he is not 
certain of the meaning of thoſe Texts, but has 
really miſtaken them. And why muſt my Reaſon- 
ing be certainly falſe, and his be certainly true? 
And if we can be certain of nothing in the Dodtrines | 


of Chriſtianity, what mean thoſe Precepts, of con- 


tending for the Faith, as it was once delivered to 


the Saints; and of holding faſt the Form of ſound 


words; and charging Men, that they ſhould not be 


carried about with every Wind of Doctrine? Cc. 


Fl 
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All migbt be anſwered, according to them, by ſaying, 


we are not infallible in the Senſe of ſuch Scrip- 
tures. Iam very ſorry this Writer ſhould not be 
able to write with a little more Strength or Fair- 
neſs: Does he queſtion whether we believe that 
there was a Faith once delivered to the Saints? We 
are aſſured of that, and we think all neceſlary Ar- 


ticles of Faith are ſo delivered in the Scriptures, - 


as that Chriſtians may be certain of them, But 


| our Queſtion is only concerning the Faith, which 
is not delivered ſo much as once plainly in the 
_ Scriptures, which is only the Inference of weak 
Men, who might with as good, or rather better 


Evidence from the ſame Texts, in'er the contrary, 
whether we can be certain of that? Plain Aſſer- 
tions are to be believed, but Conſequences are no 


farther to be believed, than as Men fee they are 


rightly drawn, We are ſure that Jeſus is the : 


Chriſt, the Son of GOD, the Saviour of the 
World, that he died for our Sins, roſe again from 


the Dead, &c. We are ſure that there is but one 


GO D the Father, becauſe the Scriptures are ex- 
preſs in ſaying ſo ; but we cannot be ſo certain 
that the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt are one 


GOD, becanſe the Scripture never ſo much as 
once ſays ſo. If this Writer can help our Under- 


ſtandings to diſcern the Strength of his Reaſon- 


ings, whereby he infers this, he will do much bet - 
ter Service to his Cauſe, than by teaching Men to 


be rude, abuſive, and cenſorious. 


This Writer wil not meet with any that ſay, 


That theſe Opinions are indifferent. We think they 


are of Importance, tho we do not ſuppoſe that 
the believing preciſely the one or the other is ab- 


a ſolutely neceſſary to Salvation. We believe there 


are good Men on both ſides, and that a merciful. 
GOD will never impute to honeſt Men, who. 
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impartially ſearch after the Truth, the Miſtake 


they fall into in a matter which has been ſo artfully 
_ obſcured and darkened. . e 


1 ſuppoſe, if I were known to this Writer, 1 


muſt be one of thoſe who fall under his Cenſure; 


and yet I will let him know, that Jam far from 


believing what he charges us with, pag. 13. That a 


ſincere honeſt- minded Man may think be bas not a ſuffi- . 


cient Reaſon to believe the Goſpel, and yet be in no 
danger from bis Unbelief, ſo that be lives but a good 
Life l make no doubt where GOD gives a Re- 
velation, he affords ſuch Evidence of it, as muſt 

be ſufficient to ſatisfy every honeſt Enquirer; and 
eg 1 paſs by his tragical Complaints as inſig- 
nificant. : FAS 8 ; 


But further they tell you, That you are not to be 


overmuch concerned for theſe Debates; they are 
Points of Opinion canvaſſed among Scholars, and have 
no Influence upon Practice. As | ſaid before, 1 do 
not believe that Mens Salvation depends upon their 


being of the one or the other Opinion. Nor is it 


to be expected, that when People have been long 
wedded to an Opinion, and have been taught that 


their Salvation depends upon it, they will eaſily 


be convinced it is a Miſtake. I think every one 
ought to be much concerned to know the Truth, 


and particularly in a Matter of this nature, and 
therefore ſhould be willing to read on both ſides 


of the Controverſy. But the Reaſon why | think - 
this does not much influence the Practice, is be- 
cauſe I ſee plainly, that the Practice of thoſe who 


teach either the one or the other Doctrine is very 
much the ſame. And I look upon it as a fingular 


laſtance of the good Providence of G OD, that 
while the Doctrine of the Goſpel hae been fo cor- 
rupted, the Worſhip of Chriſtians has been kept, 


in the main, pure. Prayers are by all made 3 
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GOD the Father, thro a Mediator, and to the Fa- 
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ther as the ultimate Object do we come. And 


ſince we agree thus in Practice, I do not ſee why 


the Debate ſhould be managed with ſuch a Tem- 
per as our Author's. He ſays farther, that we 


| ſuppoſe it is nothing to break ſo plain a Command as 
this, Thon ſhalt worſhip no other GOD: But 


this is only his Fancy, for we ſuppoſe it a heinous 


Sin to break that Command. 


If it be Life to know the only true GO D, and | 


to acknowledge bim to be one Lord, it muſt be very 


dangerous, one would think, to acknowledge and wor- 
ſhip another God beſides him, and inferior to him. 1 
humbly requeſt this Writer to inform his Readers, 
whether the only true GOD our Saviour ſpeaks of 
in the place he refers to, John 17. 3. be not the 


Father, as contradiſtinguiſhed to Jeſus Chriſt. And 


we acknowledge him to be the only true GOD, and 
to be one Lord, and not three Lords and for this 
Reaſon we cannot acknowledge any God to be equal 
to him, nor do we think it dangerous for us to 


acknowledge and worſhip any one whom he re- 


commends to us, when by worſhipping him we do 
truly worſhip and obey the only true GOD, even 


the Father. And we have no rezſon to be diſ- 


quieted with the remembrance of his being a jea- 
lou GO D, fo long as we keep cloſe to his In- 


junctions. | 


am ſorry this Author ſhould have ſuch a mean 
Opinion of Charity, as to think the pretending 


to it will endanger Mens parting with Truth, and 


hazarding their Souls. 1 ſhould rather have thought 


it would diſpoſe Men to find out Truth, and be a 


lingular means to promote their Salvation. But 1 


do not wonder that he is ſuch an Enemy to it; 
for he ſeems ſenſible enough, that his Cauſe can- 


blaſting 


not be maintained by Argument, but only by 


(32 
blaſting the Credit of thoſe, whom he: oppoſes; 
But if the Pretence of Charity be ſo dangerous a3 
he imagines, he may be very eaſy for his own 
Part; for if he has given us in this Piece the true 
picture of himſelf, he cannot be in the leaſt dan: 
ger from it. 1 18 25 1 | 


Vl. The next Word which he 900 pag. 14. is 
frequent among us, is PERSECUTION, And 
they tell us, ſays he, that no Chriſtian muſt be @ Per. 
ſecutor. And is t there any hurt in our telling you 
ſo? Dare you pretend the contrary ? And are you 
not as forward as they to ſay the ſame, when you 
plead againſt the Churchmen ? But, ſays he, you 
will find Perſecution in no ſuch ſenſe in the New Teſ- 
tament, as it is uſed by them. Suppoling this were 
true, it is nothing to the purpoſe. We are not 
_ diſputing about the Senſe of the Word in the New 
_ Teſtament, but againſt a monſtrous Evil, that is 
contrary to all the Rules of Equity and Juſtice. 
And to help this Author to perceive the Weaknels 
of his Anſwer, I will only ask him, how he will 


like it in the Mouth of a Tory? 1 hope his Ha- 


tred of us has not changed his Mind concerning 
the Complaint which the Diſſenters have uſed to 
make of the Teſt- Act, as a perſecuting Law. Ho] 
then will he like the Anſwer, that we never find 
Perſecution uſed in ſuch a ſenſe in the New Teſta- 
ment ? ls it no Perſecution, in his Opinion, when 
the Zealots for High- Church incenſe their Neigh- 
bours againſt Men merely for their being Diſſen- 
ters, and endeavour to perſuade People not to 
trade with them, in order to ruin them? I have 
heard this reckoned Perſecution , but 1 find Times 
are changed, and we muſt uſe new Language, that 
will beſt ſave the Credit of Men, who only com- 
Plain of Perſecution when they feel the Smart of it. 


Well, 


„ 1 
Well, but let us hear what this Man will al- 
low to be Perſecution. Paul tells you, ſays he, 
what be did when he was a Perſecutor ; that be did "i 

beat Chriſtians, and hale Men and Women into + 


Priſons, and drive others into ſtrange Cities, and : 
compel them to blaſpheme ; and when they were 
put to death, he gave his Voice againſt them: I | i 
bope there is no ſuch Perſecution among us, Thank - 
60 D and the Government there is not. It is = | 
not improbable, from the Good-will of ſome vt 


Men, we ſhould ſoon have enough of this, had ; | 
they but the Power in their hands; and if the 1 
giving the Voice againſt Men for their being Chriſ- bp 
tians, was Perſecution in St. Paul, Men may be 


errant Perſecutors by that, even tho Perſons are 
not put to death. And the World very much be- — 
lyes ſome of this Writer's good Friends, if they | 
have not expreſſed ſome good Wiſhes of this kind ; — 
not to mention that the Deſire of having a perſe- 9 


cuting Law enacted, and much more the uſing 
means to bring it about, may well be thought to 
prove Men Perſecutors. He goes on: So Iſhmael's 
ſcoffing at Iſaac is called Perſecution; but none ſ» 
ever reproached tbem. I cannot tell whether he 
deſigns a particular Emphaſis ſhould be laid upon 
the word ſo, and expects that we ſhould prove 
that we were reproached juſt in the ſame Terms 
as Iſaac was: If he does, he will do well to give 
us the ſecret Hiſtory of that Perſecution, and tell 
us what Terms J/hmacl made uſe of. But if he 
means that we were never ſcoffed at in ge- 
neral, his own Book convinces him of Falſhood 
in every Page of it. And no Credit is to be gi- 
ven to any Report, if he and his Friends have not 
ſtirred up Perſecution enough of this kind againſt 
thoſe with whom he is diſpleaſed. But not to 
ſpeak of Reports concerning the Behaviour of the 
15 e F Mob, 
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Mob, who have taken the Cry from ſuch as ſhould 
| have taught Men better things, I would ask this 


Writer, Does he believe 1/hmael himſelf ever uſed 


more reproachful Language towards Tſaac, than 
what the Anſwerer of Mr. Troſſe takes notice of? 
Is there any worſe Reproach than to call Men 
Hart, Blaſphemers, Renouncers of GO DÞ bimſelf, 
and Antichriſtian Wretches that pretend to be Cbriſ- 


tians? Let our Author look into The Innocent Vin- 


dicated, pag. 15, 16. and ſee whether there is not 
a Collection of Reproaches that would have made 


a ſcoffing Iſhmae i to bluſh; I care not to foul pa- 


per by tranſcribing them: 1 hope I may, without 
the Affectation of Vain- Glory, pray the Lord to for- 


give the Writer of them. 
will put our Author in mind, that our Saviour 


reckons the reviling Men, and ſaying all manner of 

Evil againſt them falſly for his ſake, to be Perſecu- 
tion: For ſpeaking of this, he preſently adds; 
for fo perſecuted they the Prophets which were before 
you, This Writer and his Friends have done us 
much Honour, by making our Caſe appear ſo like 
to that of thoſe famous Perſons: I wiſh for their 


own ſake, they had - honoured us in a way that 


would have been no Prejudice to themſelves. 
But he ſays, we cry Perſecution, to affright Men 
: fra ſpeaking againſt the Tares we are ſowing : 


But he is miſtaken. As we are not ſowing Tares, 


ſo we are not unwilling that he, or any Man, 
| ſhould ſpeak againſt what we do, provided they 
will bor. ſpeak the words of Truth and Sober- 
neſs. We are glad when Men will pleaſe to ar- 
gue and endeavour to clear the Truth; but we 
look with pity upon Men, who can expect to carry 
a Cauſe by Reproaches and slanders. 
lf we are to be blamed, we are willing to hear 


for what; if we are not found in the Faith, 15 
im 


— 
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him try to convince us, we ſhall be thankful for 
his Endeavours ; but let him deal with ns as rea- 
ſonable Creatures, and make the Faith he con- 


tends for plain to us; let him ſhew it was deli- 
vered from GOD, and then let him be as earneſt 
as he will in contending for' ſuch a Faith, we 


ſhall not be diſpleaſed with him. We do not in- 
fiſt upon an Infaſlibility in order to our being 


convinced; ſound Reaſoning from the Scripture 


is all we requeſt, and we hope we are modeſt in 
requeſting it, and wiſh our Adyerſaries would be 


as kind in granting it. I might tell him by the 


way, that as Titus was an Evangeliſt, ſuperior to 
ordinary Paſtors and Teachers, it is not unlikely 


that he had the extraordinary Gift of diſcerning 


Spirits; but there is no need to inſiſt on that. 
We think it belongs to any Miniſter, as well as 
Titus, or the Elders at Epheſus, to take care of the 
Flock, and to guard them with his beſt Skill a- 


gainſt Errors: But it is unmanly and mean to 


think, that therefore a Perſon may take it for 
granted he is in the right, and every one that dif- 
ters from him is in a damnable Error, that he 
may deviſe what Faith he pleaſes, and tho he finds 
nothing of it in the Scriptures, may blaſt Mens 


Reputations for not agreeing to it. Were this 


Writer to put himſelf in the ſtead of thoſe he 


deals with, he would have quite other Thoughts of 
the Matter; but he has the Vogue of the World on 
his ſide for his Security, „ „ 


But they tell us, ſays he, pag. 15. by burting of 


Mens Reputations, we take away their Livelihood. 1 


wiſh that were the worſt Miſchief, tho *tis bad 


enough; I think it a much worſe, that the Church 
of GOD is deprived of the Service of ſuch as 


have been, and in all probability would be, pro- 


fitable in it. But let us hear his Anſwer: If this 
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